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International Women's Day (IWD) is marked on the 8th of March every year. It is a major day of global 

celebration of women. In different regions the focus of the celebration ranges from general celebration of 

respect, appreciation and love towards women to a celebration for women's economic, political and social 

achievements. UN-selected theme for this year is Equal Rights, Equal Opportunities: Progress for All. 

 

Women’s day was celebrated at Sub Office Peshawar on 8
th

 of March, 2010. To show solidarity as one 

UN the Head of the Office invited the sister UN agencies sharing UNHCR’s premises. Those agencies 

included UNOCHA, UNFPA, UNIFEM and UNDP.  

In the morning all men were asked to vote for the best woman in the office(the only criteria being 

attitude) and the vice versa. The results of the poll were announced later in the gathering. 

 

The celebration started with a speech from head of the Office by sharing the message from High 

Commissioner on significance of the day and the commitment of UNHCR for mainstreaming gender into 

its programs and contributing towards wellbeing of women and children. 

Community services assistant then shared some slides on the history of the day, why is it celebrated and 

how differently it is illustrated across the world in various ways.  

The gender advisor then explained through a power point presentation the importance of including women 

in developmental activities.  

 

A small game of speaking about world’s renowned women was included to pay tribute to all those women 

who had shown strength, courage and contributed to the well being of women or humanity as a 

whole.Those personalities included Florence Nightingale, Marie Curie, Betty Williams, Mother Teresa, 

Benazir Bhutto, Lady Diana, Angelina Jolie, Fatima Jinnah and Margaret Hilda Thatcher. 

 

The winners of the poling for best man and woman in the office were announced and applauded by the 

participants. 

 

Provincial coordination Officer fro UNFPA acknowledged the importance of the work done by women 

and pointed out the difficulties women are facing in access to basic health facilities. She shared some 

areas of concern that UNFPA is working on. 

Program Manager from UNDP in Peshawar appreciated UNHCR’s efforts on organizing the event and 

valued the struggles of women for their rights and the difference they made. 

 

Celebrating Women’s Day at Sub Office Peshawar 
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Staff Council’s(UNHCR, Sub office Peshawar) representative also spoke on the occasion about the 

conditions of women in Pakistan and the efforts which resulted in legislation by the government to 

support women; including “Hudood Ordinance” and a bill on “Harassment at Workplace”. 

 

The Head of the Office concluded the celebrations by vote of thanks and reiterated UNHCR’s 

commitment towards gender equality. 

 

 

Women as Afghans in Pakistan have lived refugee like life since 30 years now. The main problems of 

these women being poverty, economic dependence and illiteracy which leads to unequal status in the 

society. 

 

To highlight the awareness campaign programs from 1-03-2010 to 07-03-2010, was observed in Central 

Zone i.e Peshawar Area and Hazara Division.  

 

A joint meeting was held in the office of BEFARe between CDU and BEFARe to discuss the mechanism 

of the celebration of the Day. It was agreed that the main function will be celebrated in the BEFARe 

school at Kababyan refugee village while the small events will be organized at camp level in Peshawar 

zone. 

 

Before the celebrations, camp administration, IPs and specially the community members was given 

necessary information for the celebration of this day, who appreciated the efforts of CDU to celebrate the 

Women Day in different refuges camps. The CDU staff motivated the different women committees like 

Grand Shura, Malgari Joona Group, social welfare committee, Child to child group, Education 

Committee, Health committee etc to actively participate in these celebrations. 

 

At Kababyan Camp the guests and the participants highlighted the reason of women day in Afghan 

community. The speakers shared the idea that if the rights given to women are practically given to them 

by the society there will be no gender discrimination in the Afghan community. 

 

A group of students presented a role-play accordingly, highlighting the women rights in the old custom 

and traditions. While another group presented national songs. 

 

Another group of CTC of the school presented National anthem. Representative of Grand Shura Mrs. Bibi 

Kurd delivered her speech and explained the role, responsibly and the rights of women in community. The 

community development officer of the zone concluded the event by stressing that there is a need for 

behavior change to acknowledge the efforts of women in our society. 
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CERD arranged 4 seminars on “International Women’s Day” 8
th

 March, 2010 on the same theme as 

selected by UN; these seminars were attended by 288 participants, held in different IDP camps i.e. 

Muhammad Khwaja IDP camp(Hangu), Wali Kandao IDP camp(Lower Dir) and 02(1 for male and 1 for 

females) seminars in Jalozai IDP camp(Nowshera). 
 

Men’s Seminar on woman rights, Jalozai:  
CS team arranged a seminar on “Women Rights” held in Familo1 CERD Office, which was attended by 70 

individuals, including representatives from CAR, CERD, SSD, Pak CDP, Shura and community members from all 

phases of Jalozai camp.   

The main issues highlighted included women empowerment, women rights and Pukhtoon Society, equal rights for 

women in Islam, less literacy rate among women(especially in case of FATA, Pakistan) 

Shura Members shared that we IDPs belong to agencies and in agencies most of the rights of women are violated, 

they are not entitled in property and even negative approach is shown towards the female education. He stated that 

we should follow the teachings of Islam to improve our present and special attention should be given to female 

education.  

 

 

Women’s Seminar at Jalozai:  
Women’s seminar in connection with International Women’s Day was held in Phase 07 Child Friendly Space 

(CFS), Jalozai IDP camp, in which different IPs and community women’s were invited. Total 56 participants 

attended the seminar including, Ms. Saeeda Khattak (Child Protection Project Manager, CERD) Ms. Shaista 

Attaullah (IRC) Ms. Sadaf Ali (IRSP) Social Organizers of CERD CS, MCH and Community female members 

from all the phases of Jalozai camp. 

All the speakers highlighted the fact that development is not possible if 50% of the population is not included  

 

Men’s Seminar on International Woman’s Day at Muhammad Khwja:  

CERD’s CS team arranged a seminar on “Women Rights” held in Muhammad Khwaja IDP camp, Hangu, 

in which 60 participants participated including different IPs; PCCWD, Directorate of Social Welfare 

Women Development, Peshawar, SABBA Association, SRSP, Pak-CDP and CERD. 

The seminar ended with the consensus that “human rights cannot be imposed from outside, to be lasting 

they must come from within”. Women’s must get educated to achieve their own rights.  

Shura Member addressing his fellows at Jalozai Camp CERD Representative addressing women IDPs at Jalozai Camp 
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Men’s Seminar on International Woman’s Day at Muhammad Khwja:  

To celebrate IWD a campaign was initiated by CERD throughout the camp so that negative aspects about 

the day may be cleared. Block wise meetings were arranged with male and female regarding the 

celebration of the day. The Seminar was held at CERD camp office, all the committees and shura 

members as well as other community members were present on the occasion. Representatives of all the 

IPs also participated. Total of 102 individuals participated in the seminar.   

 

Speakers addressing the audience in seminar at Wali Kandao  
At the end IDPs were requested to share their views regarding the occasion and most of the participants 

admitted that the male members in our society ignore the due rights of their women. Mr. Idrees CERD 

sensitized the participants with his poetry and its relevancy with the occasion. 

 


