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UNHCR Rwanda joined the rest of the world to commemorate the International Women’s 
Day.  
 
In Kigali, the official opening ceremony took 
place at the Rwandan Parliament. It was 
presided over by the Honorable Marie 
Mukantabana, Chairperson of White Ribbon 
Alliance for Safe Motherhood, Rwanda 
chapter - an international coalition of 
individuals and organizations formed to 
promote increased public awareness of the 
need to make pregnancy and childbirth safe 
for all women and newborns in the 
developing, as well as, developed countries. 
 
 

 

 

The function was attended by members of 
Staff from different UN agencies, 
Government Officials and Members of 
Parliament among others.  In line with the 
chosen theme of the year 2010 ‘equal 
rights, equal opportunities, progress for all’, 
different activities ranging from speeches to 
mass information campaigns on Gender, 
Human Rights and Safe Motherhood were 
discussed.  
 

 

 

 
 

As part, of the information campaign of the day, a selected Group of Gender Activists 
travelled by road from Kigali to Ugandan border, sensitising men and women on the 
importance of safe motherhood. 
 
UNHCR Branch Office in collaboration with a team of volunteer experts facilitated a four (4) 
hours training session on Reproductive Health, Gender Based Violence and Nutrition 
targeting urban refugees. Topics like the definition of Reproductive Health, Reproductive 
Health Rights and who is entitled to such rights, safe motherhood, societal barriers, Family 
Planning, Nutrition and SGBV prevention and Response were discussed at the training. 
While in Kiziba refugee Camp, located in the Western province, an approximate population 
of 500 refugees attended the sensitisation campaign on Gender, Human Rights and Family 
Planning organised by UNHCR Field Office Kibuye.  

White Ribbon Alliance Team during the opening 

ceremony of the International Women’s Day at the 

Parliament of the Republic of Rwanda. 

 

UNHCR Staff at the White Ribbon Alliance opening 

ceremony. 



 
Urban refugees attending the Reproductive Health training organised by UNHCR BO Kigali in commemoration 

of the International Women’s Day. 

 
 
Through participatory sessions, it was observed that, refugees were very keen on all the 
topics discussed during the training in the different locations. Refugees explicitly revealed 
the need for the office to address more topics in these areas in future. 
 

 
A facilitator demonstrating the safe use of condoms. 

 
 
Poverty and negative cultural attitude towards Reproductive Health issues were identified 
as major challenges to addressing Reproductive Health, Nutrition and Gender Based 
Violence related issues. Contraceptives such as Depo-Provera and vasectomy were 
identified as the most commonly used among refugees. The women complained about the 
different side effects of contraceptives and preferred to use natural birth control methods. 
To deal with the different challenges associated with Reproductive Health Care, Nutrition 
and GBV, refugees agreed to form groups where they can share successful experiences of 
and hold constructive dialogues on Reproductive Health related issues.  


