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Background 
 

UNHCR RSH Nairobi provided support to country operations in the region to 

conduct campaigns and various activities in the 16 Days of Activism that took 

place on 25th November 2010 to 10th December 2010.  

 

Country operations had different themes that drew from the global theme on 

militarism and gender-based violence as well as the UN Secretary General’s 

“Say NO – UNiTE to End Violence against Women”. With the theme “Real 

men don’t hit women; I will grow up to be a real man”, Branch Office Kenya in 

Nairobi conducted fun day for over 600 refugee children who were involved in 

educational and informative games. “Peace, Security and an End to GBV” 

was the theme in Galkaayo, Somalia, while BO Uganda based their campaign 

on the theme “GBV and institutional response; what is your role?” 

 

Building upon the gains made in the fight against SGBV by the country 

operations during the year, the supported activities during the campaign 

focused on awareness creation and capacity building to enable refugee 

communities, implementing partners, government officials and UNHCR field 

staff to better prevent and respond to violence against women. In recognition 

of the multiple and significant roles men have in the community - from 

gatekeepers, to community/religious leaders and teachers, to 

husbands/partners, to policymakers and law enforcers, to owners of means of 

production and land - particular focus was directed at ensuring men and boys 

play a significant role in preventing and responding to SGBV incidents within 

their communities.  

 

Trainings were conducted and public forums were held. These were 

opportunities for the communities to share their thoughts about the theme, 

discuss their work on the 16 Days Campaign, and in form of work plans 

developed strategies regarding activism to end violence against women! 

 

Below is a detailed breakdown of the activities supported by RSH during the 

campaign.  

 



 
Kenya 
 
RSH supported Kakuma Sub-office to: 

• Conduct a public procession that brought together over 1000 participants from refugee and host community to 
mark the beginning of the campaigns in the camp. The participants chanted songs of praise for strong women as 
well as for men who support their wives and daughters have dignified lives.   

 

• Conduct a 2-day sensitization seminar on GBV. A total of 120 participants drawn from the Kakuma Brotherhood 
group and agencies staff participated in a lively discussion on key issues that included types of GBV, social 
cultural stereotypes and the role of men and boys in fighting GBV.  Ten copies of the UNHCR Handbook on 
Guidelines for Prevention and Response to GBV (2003) were issued to the trainees to use during the focus 
groups discussions.  

 

• A work plan to reach out to other men in the community during the 16 Days of campaign was developed by 
participants after the 2-day sensitization seminar. Actions included: 

 
- 146 focus group discussions held and 2,190 men participated.  FGD objective was to provide men with 
knowledge to facilitate change of attitude and perception towards GBV as solely about women and perceive it as 
a community and public concern. Topics discussed included the role of men in protecting women and girls from 
violence, types of GBV reported from the respective communities, (particularly FGM) and reporting and referral 
system for responding to GBV.  
 
- Community celebrations held in all communities across the camp in which different groups of women, girls 
and children performed songs, poems and dances with different messages on GBV and attended by an 
estimated 3000 people.  

 
- IRC partnered with refugee business video operators to have films on GBV and HIV/AIDS screened in their 
video show premises as part of the run-up activities for World AIDS Day. Approximately 4,000 refugees 
benefited from the free screening.  

 
- 1 film documentary made by Film Aid International of the activities conducted in the campaign. The film 
documentary will be released in January 2011 and shared with all partners for awareness campaigns in 2011.  

 
- 8 Members of Kakuma Brotherhood group participated in the Men’s Traveling Conference (MTC) in Nairobi 
on the 1st December 2010. MTC is an innovative strategy conducted by MEGEN to create public awareness 
about SGBV through public performance such as plays, music and speech. By mobilizing men to get involved in 
addressing gender equality and combating SGBV, MTC’s main objective is to create a platform for men to come 
forward to say NO to Violence and take a stand on gender equality. The activity facilitated sharing of 
experiences, skills and knowledge between MEGEN and the refugee group. 

 

• Supported BO Kenya in Nairobi to conduct 2 separate “Fun Day for Children against SGBV” held in East Leigh 
and Kawangware neighbourhoods on 7th & 8th Dec 2010 in Nairobi, Kenya. Over 600 urban refugee children 
actively participated in structured and unstructured child-friendly games and sports with key GBV messages and 
learning creatively integrated in them. 500 shirts, 500 caps, 400 leaflets and posters with key messages were 
distributed to children as Information Education Communication (IEC) materials. 

 

 
Somalia 
 
Supported Somalia Branch Office to:  

• 60 active members of refugees and IDP committees in Hargeisa and Burao trained as trainers (TOT) and 
raised awareness to IDP and refugee committee members, women and youth groups. 18,311 youth (4,837 male, 
7,642 female and 5,832) reached during door-to-door campaign. Issues discussed were FGM, culture and 



religion and consequences of FGM, domestic violence, early and forced marriages and  consequences SGBV 
and HIV/AIDS, Referral mechanisms for survivors of SGBV 

 

• In Bosasso on 27th Nov 2010, informal discussions held with youth, women and community elders on the 
prevalence of GBV in IDP settlements and the role of the community in the prevention, identification of and 
response to GBV incidents. On 3rd – 10th January, religious community disseminated SGBV messages and a 
speech on GBV and the protection of women under Islamic shariah law delivered during Friday sermon by 
Imam.  

 

• On the 8th December 2010, UNHCR and WAWA facilitated a one day discussion forum on the theme ‘Stop 
GBV’, which brought together local authorities, international and local NGOs, religious leaders and IDP 
community representatives in Bosasso. Key GBV concerns were highlighted and ongoing preventive 
interventions and response were discussed, which include legal and psycho�social support to survivors, 
emergency medical response, FGM prevention, trainings and advocacy.  

 

• 1 Community consultation public meeting on “Peace, Security and an end to GBV” held in Galkayo; attended by 
40 decision-makers and respected individuals - senior government officials (TFG Deputy Prime Minister/Minister 
of Planning and International Cooperation, Minister of Internal Affairs, Minister of Environment for the Puntland 
State, Mudug Deputy Governor, Mayor of Galkacyo, Galkacyo District Council members, Regional Director from 
the Ministry of Women and Family Affairs) as well as clan elders, religious leaders, IDP community 
representatives, women and youth representatives. 

 

Rwanda 
 

• A total of 33  (male 11, female 22) staff drawn from ARC (10), AHA (10), JRS (6), AVSI (2), ADRA (4) and the 
Ministry of Disaster Management and Refugee Affairs (MIDIMAR) attended a Code of Conduct and SEA 
refresher training workshop on December 17, 2010 organized by BO Rwanda. The training focused on the role 
of the implementing partners to respect and protect refugees and other persons of concern and on establishing 
and strengthening existing CoC reporting channels within the different NGOs including reporting of cases of 
sexual abuse and exploitation.  

 

• A total of 197(male 119, female 78) in and out of school youth attended training on SGBV concepts, prevention 
and response in the different refugee sites: Gihembe 95, Nyabiheke 72, and Kigali 30.  The training objectives 
focused on; familiarizing the youth on the basic concepts of GBV, the relationship between GBV, teenage 
pregnancy and HIV, social construction of gender (masculinity and femininity), the role of men and boys in 
eliminating violence and promoting gender equality. 

 

• 65 teachers (female 50, men 16) attended training on SGBV concepts, sex education and reproductive health. 
The training aimed at familiarizing the teachers on the basic SGBV concepts, sex education and reproductive in 
schools. The possibility of strengthening the existing structures such as senior women teachers, peer educators, 
SGBV youth clubs and other support structure to address SGBV were explored. 

 

• 89 (64 men, 25 women) participants from Gihembe and 65 (48 men, 17 women) from Nyabiheke attended 
training on the Rwandan SGBV Law. The participants were refugee clan and religious leaders and GBV 
animators. The training focused on the different types of SGBV incidents, the consequences of SGBV to the 
survivors, family and the community.  

 



 

Uganda 
 
BO Uganda based their campaign on the theme “GBV and institutional response; what is your role?” which drew 
from the global theme as well as the UN Secretary General’s “Say NO – UNiTE to End Violence against Women”. 
Activities implemented with RSH support were: 
 

• In Kampala, charity walks were held by men and boys to raise community awareness on their involvement in 
SGBV prevention and response. This was complimented by White Ribbon campaign that saw hundreds of 
refugees in Kampala wearing the white ribbon as a symbol of men's public opposition to violence against women 
and as their personal pledge to never commit nor condone it. Community dialogues were held by and for men 
and boys, as well as video shows, drama performance and traditional dances highlighting SGBV, Human rights 
and HIV/AIDS issues. 

 

• In Kyaka II, 400 hundred leaders, both refugees and host community attended sensitization seminars on codes 
of conduct on leadership that addressed Sexual Exploitation and Abuse. 200 out-of-school youth, both refugees 
and host community were also attended seminars on ending violence and promoting gender equality. Focus 
group discussions and Community meetings were held in Kaborogota, Kakoni zone and Bwiriza to sensitize the 
community on GBV and peace. Commemoration of the International Human Rights day in Sweswe on 10th 
December 2010 concluded the campaign.  

 

• In Moyo & Adjumani public procession held with music band complimented by white ribbons, drama and 
performance of cultural dances by refugee communities. 2 Radio Talk shows on violence against women were 
hosted by Trans Nile Broadcasting Service FM in Moyo. UNHCR, AAH-I, Moyo/Adjumani district local 
governments, Police, refugee leader and OPM participated in the radio talk show.  

 

• 1 radio talk show on a local station held in Arua and attended by representatives from refugee community, 
UNHCR, OPM and DRC. Spot messages ran on air for 7 days from the 2nd December to 8 December 2010.  

 

• I youth dialogue on violence against women held, attended by 37 youth leaders (14 female, 23 male) and social 
workers from six villages in Kiryandongo Refugee Settlement. Awareness creation activities were held, such as 
drama shows/dances, audio visual shows, community meetings to brainstorm strategies to be used to eliminate 
domestic violence. 

 

• Based on the theme “Violence free community: what is your role?” derived from the global theme, Kyangwali 
refugee settlement conducted activities to create public awareness. Public procession, drama, men debates, 
cultural dances to that effect. 


